
961Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / May 26

Yet, often today, we hear voices urging us
to abandon our obligations to the multi-
national organizations we did so much to cre-
ate or to the causes of peace we are winning
in cooperation with our allies, as in Bosnia.
Too often we hear calls for actions in our
foreign policy which would isolate us from
our allies without achieving our objectives.

As the world grows smaller and smaller for
the children here and we become more and
more interconnected with our neighbors in
every way, we must strengthen the ties that
bind free people, work with those who share
our values and really want to share our bur-
den. Of course, we must always be prepared
to act alone when our values and our interests
demand it. But whenever we can, we ought
to work with our friends to make a better
world together.

We can make the 21st century a century
of peace. We can write a new chapter of un-
precedented possibility and prosperity in our
Nation’s history. In so doing, we can extend
the glory of the patriots who lie here, missing
from our lives but eternally present in our
memories. My fellow Americans, on this Me-
morial Day, let us commit ourselves to a fu-
ture worthy of their sacrifice.

Thank you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the
Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery. In
his remarks, he referred to John C. (Jack) Metzler,
superintendent, Arlington National Cemetery;
and Capt. George D. Cooper, USN, chaplain,
Naval District Washington.

Memorandum on Assistance to the
Russian Federation
May 23, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–23

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Assistance Program for the
Government of the Russian Federation

Pursuant to section 577(a) of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 1998 (Public
Law 105–118), I hereby determine and cer-
tify that the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration has implemented no statute, execu-
tive order, regulation, or similar government

action that would discriminate, or would have
as its principal effect discrimination, against
religious groups or religious communities in
the Russian Federation in violation of accept-
ed international agreements on human rights
and religious freedoms to which the Russian
Federation is a party. During the period
under review, the Government of Russia has
applied the new Russian Law on Religion in
a manner that is not in conflict with its inter-
national obligations on religious freedom.
However, this issue requires continued and
close monitoring as the Law on Religion fur-
nishes regional officials with an instrument
that can be interpreted and used to restrict
the activities of religious minorities.

You are authorized and directed to notify
the Congress of this determination and to ar-
range for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 26.

Remarks on the Federal Budget and
an Exchange With Reporters
May 26, 1998

The President. Thank you, Jack. And let
me thank the other members of the eco-
nomic team.

This is of course very good news for the
American people, as the chart shows. Now
it’s official that this year, well ahead of the
most ambitious schedule, America has bal-
anced the budget. In fact, as the chart shows,
the achievement of the American people will
not stop there; OMB predicts that the budget
surplus will be $39 billion this year, the larg-
est dollar surplus in our history, the largest
surplus as a share of the economy in more
than 40 years. America can now turn off the
deficit clock and plug in the surplus clock.

Given the speed with which our Nation
has reached this remarkable milestone, it is
perhaps all too easy to forget how hard it
was and how far we’ve come. Just 6 years
ago, because of the drag of deficits, our peo-
ple were running in place, our Nation was
falling behind, interest rates were high and
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